Ashley Anne App is a lifelong Kern County resident. She ws born Sept 4, 1987and raised in a small mountain community of Glennville, located approximately 45 miles northeast of Bakersfield. Her first school years were spent at Linns Valley School in Glennville
    She was a member of the Sierra Mountaineer’s 4-H club, participating in horse shows all over Kern County.  Every year she took both horses and a pig she raised to the Kern County Fair.
     Her father John App and wife Terri also lived in Glennville allowing Ashley the opportunity of helping them on their cattle ranch. Gathering Branding roping and spending time with her family were an important part of her life. Cousins Jennifer and Midnight Pewitt (Midnight passed away in 2007 while riding a quad on the family ranch) were a huge part of each summer.
    Her High School years were spent at North High School. Her time was very fully, with studies staying on the honor roll, playing for North High Softball and a four year member of North High FFA, Ashley served as president her senior year. Ashley also was a member of the High School Motor Sports Team. She could jump in and do anything the guys could do some times better. Her advisor told me he told the guys on the team Ashley wasn’t your typical girl, she didn’t bring her purse to shop….in other words look out.
    The last four years Ashley spent most of her time in Taft. Attending Taft collage, where she graduated with her AA and AS degrees in 2008. She worked for True Value and Western Stockman’s Market during this time to help pay for collage expenses.  Ashley had always intended on attending Taft Collage Dental Hygiene Program but after an ATV accident in 2008 she was thinking about X-Ray tech or Physical Therapist.
    Ashley being very competitive her entire life began riding quads 4 years ago. Pleasure riding lead to the Taft Arena Cross Competitions. She made goals for her self and followed those goals always reaching for a higher competition level. It was at the Taft Summer Series Arena Cross in 2008 that Ashley had her first accident. She was helicoptered  to KMC, with a broken collar bone, lung contusions and a concussion. She was a very lucky girl the saftey equipment she was wearing saved her from a broken neck, and severe head injuries. Ashley is strong willed and courageous and was back to work at Chevron (Act 1 Temporary Services) within one week.  A little more than a month later the last of the series races was coming up. Ashley convinced every one she would just finish not compete (due to her broken collar bone) that way she could keep her points and potentially come away with the Quad C class champion. Ashley finished the race keeping her promises and was given the Championship trophy.
    Through the last year Ashley moved up to racing up and down  the state with the WORCS racing series. She absolutely loved every moment and every one who crossed her path in the ATV world. 
    Unfortunately Ashley wrecked April 1, 2009 while practicing at a local Bakersfield track. This time she wasn’t as lucky. After landing on a table top Ashley’s quad flipped throwing her to the ground with her quad coming down front bumper first on her head. The impact split her helmet in two. Once again Ashley was helicoptered out to KMC with traumatic Head Injuries. 
We feel several people were involved with saving Ashley’s life that day. At the track were John, Justin & Shelly Reese, Nurse Cary Price and Robbie & Alicia Price and Ashley’s fiancée Kyle Miller. Kern County Fire Department and Hall Ambulance Helicopter Crew. At KMC were the Trauma team Neurosurgeon Dr Meyers. Her life was on the line and her chance for living were slim. Her injuries were Bruising on the Brain, Brain Swelling, Severe Skull and Facial Fractures, broken collar bone and a broken rib. She needed facial surgery but her brain swelling was so severe it was a priority to do facial reconstruction. With thousands of prayers and a miracle Ashley pulled through the first 72 hours. 
Easter Sunday she was able to give the Dr a thumbs up. It was then time for facial reconstruction. Dr Bush and his team did the surgery. After surgery we were told “we have no idea how we did it, but we were able to put her back together and she looked beautiful”.
Going from the ICU to the DOU to the 3rd floor at KMC and a great Physical Therapist we saw Ashley sit, and stand for the first time in a month. She was unstable but we new then that we had truly been given a miracle. 
April 29, Ashley was transferred to Health South in Bakersfield Ca. That was another huge step. Every day she not only took baby steps that led to big steps…she was making huge leaps. She amazed all of us including her Physical Therapists and Dr.s .
Ashley is now out of the hospital setting and will begin to do out patient rehabilitation. Her Jaw will be unwired and the G-Tube taken out on May 27. She is talking through clenched teeth and she can hardly wait to talk and eat normal food again. 
Ashley has bills of her own, and medical bills so the family has set up a Relief Fund to help pay for all the expenses she is and will continue to have. The family wants to make sure every one knows that all the money donated  is for Ashley only.  
thank you again for everything

